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Section A - Poems, Pictures and Prayers

This section has poems, pictures and prayers that live out what we understand Kingdom

evangelism to be, rather than try to explain it.

A1. Kingdom Evangelism

There are words,

There is a message

In fact, more than a message,

A proclamation

Not our words, message or proclamation
But his,

Entrusted to us.

A proclamation of goodness,

Of truth,

Of the opening of doors

The beginnings of journeys

And the living of eternal life,

Full of forgiveness, joy and peace.

His proclamation,
Proclaimed by us.

Robin Gamble
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A2. St Hilda’s, Jesmond Flower Festival 2018

Erica Dunmow

This was held as part of The Race for Life, the Bishops’
Mission to the North East.

The snake crept unexpectedly
into people’s hearts,
with glinting rose-hip eye.

Not quite done intentionally —
but it must have been a charmer
to lure Eve walking by!

Whether there were owls in Eden,
trees with apples or
even such a garden,

the blessing of a difference
by grapes and flowered-waters flow
was God’s living pardon.

And runner beans rang

and young people sang;

there were scones and tea and mirth.
And St Hilda’s folk

as they shared and spoke

were building God’s kingdom on earth.
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A3. Building the Kingdom

Becky Farrell

| am an artist and writer and the illustrator of this Pack. To contact me regarding Christian
art and writing/blogging please email fhlart1@gmail.com. My website, fhlart.com, is under
construction. Please email me for updates on where you can find my art and resources.

Becky Farrell
Faith Hope Love Art
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AA4. Prayers

Gracious God,

we thank you for the witness of John of
Patmos

whom you inspired to challenge and
encourage the church.

We open ourselves to the liberating power
of the resurrection of Jesus Christ,
whose Spirit still works within and
amongst us

bidding us take heart and live out

your kingdom here and now. Amen
(Rev’d John A Young, Giffnock URC,
Scotland. 21st Century)

We beg you, Lord, to help and defend us.
Deliver the oppressed,

pity the insignificant,

raise the fallen,

show yourself to the needy,

heal the sick,

bring back those of your people who have
gone astray,

feed the hungry,

lift up the weak,

take off the prisoners’ chains.

May every nation come to know that you
alone are God,

that Jesus Christ is your Child,

that we are your people,

the sheep that you pasture.

(Clement of Rome. 2nd Century)

Loving and Almighty God,

Who lived among us to declare that the
Kingdom was near;

May your Holy Spirit inspire and resource
us

to be faithful and fruitful in:

following Jesus,

living out justice and joy in our
communities,

shaping the reality of life in all its fulness
for all people,

and in encouraging others to become
Jesus-followers and kingdom-builders
too.

(Erica Dunmow. 21st Century)

Lead us, Lord, to the heart of your
kingdom;

to a destiny which embraces the cross,
to a way in which we lose ourselves,

to a mission tongued with fire

and to a life which reveals your glory;
through Christ our Lord, Amen.
(Toyohiko Kagawa. 20t Century)

Gracious and merciful God,

We give you thanks for the work of
reconciliation

through your Son, Jesus Christ,

that has been taking place in Rwanda
since the tragic genocide of 1994;

for every individual and group of people
you have raised up to help Rwanda be
reconciled again.

We pray for the complete healing of
Rwandans from their inner wounds by
your words;

for love to replace hate; generosity to
replace selfishness; concern to replace
indifference;

for Rwanda to be a caring family where
helpless people find help, and hopeless
ones find hope;

for the Church in Rwanda to be a sign of
your kingdom, where there are no
strangers, but everyone feels at home.
(Anastase Rugirangoga, Director, Peace-
building, Reconciliation and Healing
Programme, Rwanda. 21st Century. MPH
2012/13)

We give thanks for the development of
fresh worship and development resources.
We pray for your wisdom as the people
seek to use their resources to your glory;
for your love as they endeavour to care for
and to witness to those around them;

for faithful courage as they seek to
demonstrate the values of your kingdom.
(Jeremy Dare, Methodist Minister, 21st
Century. MPH 2012/3)

Jesus, is this what you say to us today?
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How blest are those who abhor easy
pieties; the kingdom of heaven is theirs...
How blest are those who see enemies as
human; mercy shall be shown to them.
How blest are those who live what they
profess; they shall see God.

How blest are those who show outcast
people that someone understands; the
kingdom of heaven is theirs.

(Peter Matheson, Christian Conference of
Asia, 21st Century)

From your compassion help us to show
love,

from your grace help us to show mercy,
from your power enable us to continue

your ministry,

from your revelation of the Father

may you, in us, draw all people to him.

Your will be done. Your Kingdom come.
Amen

(Peter Pillinger, Methodist Minister, 21st
Century)

Dear Lord, we pray for things to come
quickly:

to hungry people, food;

to weeping people, joy;

to thirsty people, water

to people living in war, peace

to people in poverty, a truly human life.
Give us patience to work for your
kingdom.

Give us hope, that we may not be weary
proclaiming it.

Give us vision to see your kingdom in the
ordinary.

Give us light to see the horizon where your
kingdom is fully known,

in Jesus Christ, Amen

(Richard Teal, 21st Century)

Lord, you have called us to be a people of
hope who offer a rescuing hand to people
in dark places. Give us the courage to
make ourselves vulnerable, in order that
those we serve may come to know the
light of your love.

(Richard Hall, Methodist Minister, 21st
Century)

A4
Be to us Lord, the closest of our
companions:
may our lives spill out your kindness;
may we be sensitive and courageous in
speaking and being the good news of your
Kingdom of justice and joy;
may we be generous and open-hearted in
sharing the treasure of forgiveness;
that our words and deeds will encourage
others to become followers of Jesus.
(Erica Dunmow, 21st Century)

Lord God, may your church be as a
violin’s body,

ready to resonate with the sounds of your
Kingdom

eager to have Jesus’ fingers touch us to
keep us in tune

and longing to play the harmonies of your
love

so that all who have ears may hear.
(Harvey Richardson, Methodist Minister.
21st Century)

God of Compassion,

in the mess we have made of your world
we ask for your grace.

God of Life,

in our need for courage to take the risk of
serving you

we ask for your grace.

God of all,

in our darkest places and on our joyful
mountain peaks,
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fill us with your fire of truth and love, A4
that we may share our life with all the and cat’s eyes for the road of the

world. Kingdom.

(Alison Tomlin, Methodist Minister, 21st (Erica Dunmow. 21st Century)

Century)

God our Saviour, your care for us has

Good God, may we not be shy or neither measure nor end.

embarrassed about our faith; Help us to respond to your love in our
May Jesus’ words and vision give us new daily living;

heart. to pray more fervently,

Encouraged by your Holy Spirit let us be to share our faith more openly

people who speak with respect, and to seek first your Kingdom and its
confidence and compassion; righteousness;

as lights for celebration, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

as beacons for hope, (Michael Townsend, 21st Century)

as candles for sorrow,

as torch-bearers for justice,
( )

How you can take part in this work
1 1. Contributions

We welcome additions to this resource, which will be available as a website which can

include sound files.

Please email your piece to office@utusheffield.org.uk by 1 November for consideration by

the Writing Group.
2. Seminar/support group

The Writing Group recognises that some ministers who come from this perspective can
feel very isolated and/or frustrated that their understanding of what is Good News and

how to share it is not valued by colleagues.

We are looking to hold an online get-together to share ideas, encouragement and prayer,
some of which might become items for the website if people want that, quarterly on
Monday afternoons for 1 1/4 hour. Please check dates and book via
office@utusheffield.org.uk and help shape how this develops.
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A5. The Sheffield Resurrection Octyche

Roz Norsworthy, 2008

Eight panels, each seven feet high, depicting the Easter and Kingdom story set within the
outreach activities in Victoria Hall Methodist Church, Sheffield, and identifiable places
around the city centre, using street-sleepers, service-users and residents as models.

The Lord’s Supper Mark 14:22-26)

As Christ shared bread and wine with his
disciples, so churches provide supper nightly
at Eldon Street Cap Park off West Street. All
who have need are welcome. It was a cold
January night when | did the sketches for this.
The notes at the bottom of the painting got
worse as the year went on and the recession
increased.

The Garden of Gethsemane (Mark
14:34-36)

| have set this painting in the Winter Garden.
| used friends and family as models. | felt
anguish myself when | painted this, more
than the other works.
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A5

The Arrest (Mark 14:72)

Set outside the City Hall. Peter remembered
Christ’s words and broke down and cried.

The Crucifixion

This is viewed from the Roman hill fort at the
top of Wincobank Hill, showing the industrial
Don valley. Hidden in the grass are dice thrown
to see who would get Christ’s robe.

Alongside is the crown of thorns. His scarlet
robe, no longer needed, is hanging from the
column. The sign above, written in Hebrew
says ~King of the Jews”




The Road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13)

When Christ appeared he was not recognised. |
have put him in the shadows outside Victoria Hall,
wearing an orange jacket, and looking concerned
at a homeless refugee family. Victoria Hall is home
to ASSIST. In 2000 years some things have not
changed. In the distance is a Big Issue seller.

Depicted in the Lower Hall of Victoria Hall, the
Sunday Centre, staffed by volunteers, provides
hot meals for guests who have need. Some of the
faces are blank for those who did not wish to be

identified.

A5

The Resurrection (Matthew 28:6)

The tomb is depicted in the aptly named Peace
Gardens. All the models for this, including the
rather awesome angel, are members of my
family. It was the women who had such faith.
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Peace be with you (Luke 24:36-43)

The gentleman on the left is spilling his tea,
thinking that he has seen a ghost when Jesus
shows him his hands. Note the fish Jesus ate
with them. The dog, who usually has to stay
outside for hygiene reasons, is happily sitting
under the table, for with Christ all are welcome

| will be with you always, to the end of the age
(Matthew 28:20)

Christ’s last words are depicted on Fargate at
Christmas. He has now opened his umbrella to
give protection to all. He is not an observer. He is
with us and amongst us til the end of the age.
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