In response to the proclamation of the Good News of God in Jesus of Nazareth, UTU exists to promote the Kingdom of God through a community of learning focussed on radical contextuality, analysis, theological reflection and action by . . . 
     • enabling passionate, cutting-edge engagement with urban faith and life, inspired by the people who live it;
    • cultivating an ecumenical body of contextual analysis, theological discernment, understanding, and action;
    • forming disciples of Christ within a community of learning that is dedicated to growth in biblical, theological, and personal knowledge for mission;
    • fostering a pedagogical environment in which a holistic community of teachers and students share the joy of learning together;
    • coaching and encourage thinkers and writers whose aim is to cast compelling visions for a more just, inclusive and compassionate society;
    • providing a forum for reflection on positive action at the intersection of faith and public life;
    • supporting scholarly research in contextual theology through the PhD programme with York St. John and the Luther King Centre of Manchester. 

